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Ole Miss acoustics one of the top in U.S.
BY JACOB BATTE
The Daily Mississippian

ADDISON DENT | The Daily Mississippian

Graduate physics student Bradley Goodwiller works on his aquaculture experiment
at the National Center for Physical Acoustics.

Toward the softball field
down All-American Drive, on
the right, sits a building hidden amongst the trees.
The obscured building is
the Jamie L. Whitten National
Center for Acoustics, one of
the largest acoustics research
programs in the U.S.
Established by a congressional act in 1986, the National
Center for Physical Acoustics,
or NCPA, has grown to 85,000
square feet of office and lab
space, with an anechoic chamber, a Mach 5 jet test facility,
a resonant ultrasound spectroscopy lab, Faraday cage labs
and a multi-million dollar machine shop for in-house design
and prototype fabrication. Just
last year the center received
around $13.5 million for their
research.
“We are unique in that we
offer some facilities that aren’t
available even in government
labs,” said Georgana Atkins,
the assistant director for marketing and business development for the NCPA. “We have
a Mach 5 wind tunnel, and
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the military, air force and navy
send projects here and use our
wind tunnel.”
Acoustics is the branch of
physics that deals with sound
and sound waves. The center studies five main fields of
acoustics: aero-acoustics, atmospheric acoustics, porous media
acoustics, resonant ultrasound
spectroscopy and wind noise.
Aero-acoustics is devoted to
the study of aerodynamically
generated sound. Atmospheric
acoustics is the study of the
propagation of acoustic waves
outdoors involving a wide
range of complex phenomena.
The center’s infrasound program falls under this category.
The porous media acoustics
program actually works with
the military, which includes
research into the detection of
anti-personnel land mines. The
resonant ultrasound spectroscopy includes biomedical and
energy related research, while
the wind noise research has
helped out the Navy and the
Air Force.
“We have done projects with
the Navy and Air Force on how

THE UGANDA PROJECT
This year, Mississippi: The Dance
Company is presenting The
Uganda Project: Come & See
–Go & Tell, a multi-media dance
performance. The Uganda Project
is a collaboration between the
Department of Theatre Arts and
the Department of Art.
8 p.m.
$10.50 / $8.50 / $7
TA D S M I T H C O L I S E U M

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
Come support the Lady Rebs
tonight as they take on Arkansas.
7 p.m.
Free with student ID.
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Downtown Grill to close, Boure to move in
BY LEE HARRIS
The Daily Mississippian

After 22 years on the Square,
Downtown Grill will close its doors
for good in April.
Co-owner Patty Lewis, along
with her partners Louis Brandt and
George Falls, said they decided the
time was right to sell the centrally
located piece of property on the
Square.
“It was just time,” Lewis said. “We
aren’t getting any younger, and none
of us have children in the industry
to pass it on to.”
Lewis said she and her partners
were glad to find a buyer whom
they thought would appreciate the
space and carry on the tradition of
excellence they worked to build at
Downtown Grill.
“We saw this opportunity to pass
it along to folks who we feel will be
good caretakers of the property,” she
said.
John Currence, owner of Boure,
City Grocery, Big Bad Breakfast and
Snackbar, said he intends to partner
with Oxford local Stefano Capomazza to make the purchase and

move Boure into the space. Currence said he is aware of the legacy
he will follow in that building.
“The opportunity to carry that
tradition forward while offering a
new vision to the space is extremely
exciting,” Currence said. “It gives us
the opportunity to expand the offerings from Boure in the form of special events, catering and bar service,
to mention a few.”
Currence said he plans to make
the move this summer after some
remodeling. The staff and menu
will remain relatively unchanged.
“All in all, it is just a magnificent
opportunity for the business and for
me to partner with Stefano, who has
been a dear friend for a long time,”
Currence said.
Looking back on Downtown
Grill’s 22 years in business, Lewis
said she was happy with what she
and her partners had accomplished.
“We offered a traditional dining
experience and through the years
offered a menu that had something
for everybody’s taste,” she said. “My
partners and I have certainly enjoyed owning Downtown Grill and
making it available to the public.”
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Boure will be moving to the old site of Downtown Grill on the Square.

Ole Miss Women’s Basketball vs. Arkansas Tonight
Wear pink win a prize! Tip-off 7pm
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Your baby can’t read
BY ADAM
GANUCHEAU
Columnist

T H E

Have you ever been up late
at night flipping through the
channels on the television?
If you have, then you have
probably seen the hoards of infomercials that pitch “the next
great product.”
In an insomnia-induced
trance at about 3 a.m. last week,
I flipped on the television. Of
course, there was nothing good
on, so I left it on one channel
that caught my attention.
On this infomercial, a middle-aged man narrated something like this: “What if I told
you your baby can read? Well,
it’s true. Our scientists have
come up with a way to teach
your baby to read.”
I was immediately hooked.
The commercial went on to
show children under the age of
4 reading the words that their
parents showed them on flashcards. Words like “dog,” “cat,”
“word,” and “ball” were being
shown to these kids and they
would say them aloud. I was
blown away.

I wondered if this could possibly be real. I was skeptical for
obvious reasons.
On to Google.
After reading numerous reviews, I was slightly taken back
at the negative comments, but
I was even more blown away
by the positive reviews that
people were actually giving this
product: “My 3-year-old son
has been using the product for
about six months now, and he
can read some words out of
books and magazines.”
The product uses videos
shown on a television to “enhance memorization skills.”
Now I was beginning to understand. Many of the negative
reviews online stated that the
product only allows children
to memorize the shapes of the
words, not actually learn the
letters and put them together to
form a word.
Nevertheless, these children
are technically reading.
OK, it works. So what is the
big picture here? For starters, we

are screwed.
The creators of this product
are absolutely insane. What
could they have possibly been
thinking to influence them to
make a product like this? In
kindergarten, most of us were
taught to read by a specific,
proven-to-work method — the
same process that has always
been used.
Learn the individual letters,
put the letters together to form
words and put the words together to form sentences.
This “innovative” product is
teaching children to memorize
the shape and length of the
words and recall that information.
In other words, it is teaching
children the wrong way to read.
Are you proud of your 3-yearold that can read the word
“jam?” Wait a couple of years
until they go to kindergarten.
Their whole process of learning to read and process words
will be turned around completely, and they will get behind.

D A I L Y

MISSISSIPPIAN

The Daily Mississippian is published daily Monday
through Friday during the academic year.

The University of Mississippi
S. Gale Denley Student Media Center
201 Bishop Hall

Contents do not represent the official opinions of the
university or The Daily Mississippian unless specifically
indicated.

Main Number: 662.915.5503
Hours: Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Letters are welcome, but may be edited for clarity,
space or libel.
ISSN 1077-8667

account executives

There are numerous studies that
have proven it.
Just a few weeks ago in the
State of the Union, President
Obama addressed the poor education levels in our country.
Products like the one I saw on
the television are not going to
do anything to help this problem. It will further increase the
problem, if anything.
These parents trying to get a
head start on the education of
their babies are really creating a
barrier in the education of their
children.
You cannot expect a 3-yearold to be able to read under any
circumstances, so why try? Effective parenting in our country
is degrading quickly, and that
has to be a reason why the United States is ranked ninth in the
world in literacy rates.
Products like this should be
outlawed in our country. They
are holding our children back
from making the United States
a leader in education. I’m looking at you, Congress.

The Daily Mississippian welcomes all comments.
Please send a letter to the editor addressed to The Daily
Mississippian, 201 Bishop Hall, University, MS, 38677
or send an e-mail to dmeditor@gmail.com.
Letters should be typed, double-spaced and no longer
than 300 words. Third party letters and those bearing
pseudonyms, pen names or “name withheld” will not be
published. Publication is limited to one letter per individual per calendar month.
Student submissions must include grade classification
and major. All submissions must be turned in at least
three days in advance of date of desired publication.
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Halfway Home
BY ANDREW DICKSON
Columnist

A halfway house is generally
defined as a place that helps individuals become productive members of society while monitoring
them and providing support.
Individuals reinvent themselves, secure new employment
and eventually find another place
of residence.
It’s a bit like the college experience.
I trust most of you have come to
the grim realization that at some

point in the next few years – how
many depending on your chosen
profession and your chosen study
habits — you’re going to be expected to hold down a full-time
job, pay all of the bills and perhaps support other people.
That means at some point during your college career, you’ll likely throw away the reputation you
had in high school in exchange
for a new one (or run the risk of
keeping it the rest of your life).
It’d be nice if we could dream forever, but at some point you have
to make a major decision.
Part of the aforementioned
reinvention process is deciding
what you want to do once you get
out of here and what you have to
study to accomplish that.
I’ve declared three majors since

arriving on campus in 2008 (two
of which have become minors),
but more than 50 percent of all
college students will change their
major at least once.
Choosing a field of study is one
of the most difficult things to do
— right behind choosing a different one a year later. But I found
my calling by asking myself a
couple of questions:
First: What everyday task do I
find myself enjoying the most?
Second: How can I get paid to
do it?
If those questions provided you
with an answer the way they did
for me, it might be one worth considering. If they didn’t and you’re
struggling to decide your major,
pray about it or something.
Anyway, the next step after

you become whatever it is you
become is deciding where you
want to “take your talents.” With
a degree and decent work ethic,
work won’t be hard to find. Finding what works for you, however,
may be a bit more difficult.
You may be so excited to live
somewhere new that seeing even
more of the world will appeal to
you after you graduate.
Others will find life outside of
their hometown too different and
make their way back. Still others will have enjoyed their stay in
Oxford so much that they wind
up staying for good.
Regardless, your time in college is the halfway point between
learning and knowing, and what
you do in your short time here
will greatly affect how the rest of

your life plays out.
My advice, which is especially
aimed at the undecided crowd today, is to take at least one course
in the fields of political science,
biology and religion; if you enjoy taking a certain professor one
semester, be sure to take another
one of his or her classes later on
— what’s being taught may be
what really interests you.
The college experience is a
unique one, and the experience
found at Ole Miss doesn’t exactly
reek of normalcy.
It’s something of a family atmosphere we’ve got going on here at
the University of Mississippi — a
halfway home away from home.
And to think, I was told comparing Ole Miss to a sober house
would be next to impossible.

Keep in mind this was the late
40s and early 50s when V.P. attended high school and college
and years before hippies and
flower children appeared on the
social scene.
V.P. was smoking pot when
most people thought that marijuana was just some place in
Mexico.
V.P. would sit around in the
grill in the Student Union at

Ole Miss, sometimes dressed in
a Hindu flowing robe complete
with a turban or some other outlandish outfit and smoke pot.
Fellow student would ask him:
“What are you smoking, V.P.?”
as they noted a peculiar smell.

“Just a little grass man, just a
little grass,” he would reply.
He was, indeed, a legend in
his own time.

Letter to the Editor
Dear editor,
I recently learned that V.P.
Ferguson died last year in Paris,
France, and was buried there.
He lived on the East Bank in
Paris for many years, exactly in
the place where that cat should
have lived and died.
V.P. graduated from Lee High
School in Columbus and later
attended Ole Miss in the early

1950s.
Why, you may ask, is this
noteworthy?
Simply because V.P. was the
first hippie in the world, and I
mean the world.
He was a hippie years before the word hippie was even
coined.
Just ask those who knew him
in high school and college. They
can verify this fact.
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ACOUSTICS,
continued from page 1

to make their jet engines quieter,” Atkins said.
The NCPA is constantly
working with other groups on
the different areas of research.
“We have worked with the
Army a lot – as a matter of
fact, they were instrumental
in getting that wind tunnel
here,” Atkins said. “We have
done a lot of work with the
USDA. We have done work
with corporate partners. We
do a lot of partnerships with
other universities, the government and other laboratories.
We’ll work with anybody.”
Other groups that the center
collaborates with include the
Department of Homeland Security, the Department of Energy and the National Oceanic

and Atmospheric Administration.
NCPA
director
James
Chambers and assistant director Kenneth Gilbert are recognized nationally for expertise
in their fields.
Jericho Cain, graduate student working on his Ph.D.
in acoustics, said he likes the
ability to work with such experts.
“There are a lot of knowledgeable people here at the
NCPA,” Cain said. “It’s a good
opportunity, because when you
are working on a Ph.D. project, it’s important to have a lot
of people around to ask questions. And also because of the
facilities here, but the access
to lots of experts to help you

just makes life a little easier.”
Many of the students that
work within the research program are physics, engineering, biology or computer science majors. While the center
works mainly with graduate
students, there are some opportunities for undergraduate
students to get some experience as well.
“We have honors programs,
and we also do a summer
program called Basic Acoustics Summer School, which is
specifically designed to sort
of segue people from undergraduate to graduate,” Atkins
said. “They can apply for that
in their junior or senior year
to come and work for here for
the summer.”

Help Nominate the 2011 Elsie M. Hood Outstanding Teacher of the Year
March 1 Deadline

Each year since 1966, The University of Mississippi has recognized excellence in teaching by presenting
the Elsie M. Hood Outstanding Teacher Award. Each recipient receives a personal plaque and a check
from Chancellor Dan Jones during Honors Day ceremonies in April, as well as the satisfaction of being
recognized for a job well done. Recipients’ names are also engraved on a plaque listing previous winners,
which is displayed in the J. D. Williams Library.
Nominations for the award are now being sought from students, faculty, and alumni. Faculty who are
Assistant, Associate, or Full Professors are eligible, except for previous recipients.
To nominate a faculty member, individuals with an Ole Miss WebID can visit the nomination web page
at www.olemiss.edu/hoodaward. Alternatively, you can send an e-mail to chancllr@olemiss.edu or mail
a letter to the Chancellor’s Office, University, MS 38677.
Each nomination should be from a single person and include reasons why the nominee should receive
the award, including examples of exceptional teaching. The submission deadline is March 1, so don’t
wait to help bring recognition to an inspiring Ole Miss teacher!

UM theater experiments
with a multi-media
project this weekend
BY MADISON HILL
The Daily Mississippian

“The Uganda Project: Come &
See — Go & Tell”, a multi-media
production about a missionary
team’s experiences on a trip to
poverty-stricken Uganda, opens
today.
“The central theme is bringing
to life the experience I and my
fellow travelers had in Uganda,”
said Jennifer Mizenko, artistic director of the production.
Mizenko and eight other missionaries were sent to Uganda on
a task to not only “Come & See”
a place tainted with poverty and
sickness, but to also “Go & Tell”
of their experiences.
“I am completing the work of
the mission trip through creating
this production,” Mizenko said.
Mizenko said this project is
more than just a performance
— it is a reenactment. Each and
every character in the production
represents someone who was a
part of Mizenko’s 2009 mission
trip. The characters include the
missionaries, someone they met
in Uganda and even Mizenko
herself. Everyone in the cast has
met the real person they are representing in the production, either
in person, via Skype or through
pictures.
“Instead of creating a made up
character, they are creating char-

acters based on real people and
real experiences,” Mizenko said.
“I think in the process of creating
the dances, the cast has actually
felt the same feelings we all felt
while in Uganda.”
Mizenko said that the goal of
the project was not only to communicate the trials and tribulations of the people of Uganda,
but also to show the beauty and
spirit of the country.
“The show really takes me into
the world of Uganda and makes
me appreciate what I have in the
U.S. more that ever before,” said
Angelica Spence, a dancer in the
production.
Spence said that recreating
Mizenko’s experiences has left a
real impact on her and the cast.
“It should be a really emotional
production knowing the history behind the experience,” said
Carey Hanson, the interim chair
of the University of Mississippi
Theatre Department.
“The Uganda Project” will be
shown starting tonight at 8 p.m.
and runs through Saturday, Feb.
19 in Fulton Chapel. A matinee
performance will be held at 2
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 20.
Tickets, which cost $10.50 for
adults, $8.50 for seniors and children, and $7.50 for students, are
available at the UM Box Office in
the Student Union, which can be
reached at 662-915-7411.

GARRETT, FRIDAY & GARNER, PLLC

Preston Ray Garrett

DUI
DEFENSE
Let our legal team work for you.
(662) 281-0438

1205 Office Park Drive, Oxford, MS 38655

The above listing of these areas does not indicate certification of expertise herein.
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New competitor enters the Oxford frozen treat market
BY CHRIS LAWYER
The Daily Mississippian

EMMA WILLOUGHBY | The Daily Mississippian

recycle your DM

New to Oxford, the ice cream franchise Bop’s Custards is located on University
Avenue, just off the Ole Miss campus.

Frozen treat lovers will get to
sample another variety, as a new
competitor joins the likes of TCBY,
Holli’s Sweet Tooth and Ya-Ya’s
Frozen Yogurt.
Bop’s Frozen Custard opened its
first location in Oxford, and shares
a building with Honest Abe’s Donuts. Bop’s has twelve other locations in Louisiana and Mississippi.
Owner Lynn Inman said he
learned of Bop’s when he attended
a car show in Jackson. A car was
sponsored by the company, and Inman said he sought to learn more
about the company.
“I was like, ‘What’s frozen custard?’, and once I tried it, I was
amazed at the taste,” Inman said.
He said he knew that the opening of the store would benefit Oxford residents.

Ole Miss sophomore Kelli Dulaney from Byram said she is a big
fan of the restaurant and thinks it’s
a great addition to the town.
“Bop’s has very good custard,”
Dulaney said. “It has more variety
than the other ice cream shops here,
and it’s less expensive, too.”
Bop’s serves frozen custard, which
is similar to ice cream, but is made
with eggs and contains more egg
yolk solids than normal ice cream.
The custard is made hourly in
the store, something that Inman
said he feels is very important for
the customers to know.
“We serve fresh treats,” Inman
said. “Our custard is awesome because it was just created.”
Toppings can either be put on
top, or blended together to create a
Concrete, a dairy treat similar to a
Dairy Queen Blizzard.
Bop’s most popular creation,
and Inmman’s favorite treat, is the

Snappy Turtle Sundae. This treat
consists of vanilla custard, hot
fudge, caramel and roasted pecans.
Bop’s opened Tuesday, and Inman said the crowds have been better than expected.
He said that the positive reactions
he has received have reinforced his
decision to open the store.
“We’ve got much more (business) than we expected,” Inman
said. “We feel this is a big asset to
the community.”
Inman said he is confident that
residents and students alike will enjoy the custard and thinks the store
will be successful for years to come.
“We’re proud to be part of this
community,” Inman said. “We feel
if people come in and try it, they
will come back. The custard is that
good.”
Visit www.bops.com or the Oxford location for more information.
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Cotton Lecture Focuses on Future of Pharmaceutical Industry
BY JAKE THOMPSON
The Daily Mississippian

The pharmaceutical industry
in the U.S. could be in a very
dangerous position.
The annual Winfield and Rachel Cotton lecture was held
Tuesday afternoon at the Thad
Cochran Research Center. This
year’s guest lecturer was Dr.
Kenneth I. Kaitin, director and
research professor at Tufts Center for Study of Drug Development in Boston.
The main focus of Kaitin’s

presentation was the status of
the pharmaceutical industry
and drug research and development.
“There is a need for a new
model of innovation,” Kaitin
said of the current state of drug
development and testing.
In a 2007 survey in which
people were asked what industry they feel is the most honest
and trustworthy, pharmaceuticals landed in the lower third,
below banks and airlines. Supermarkets were determined to
be the most trustworthy industry.

In a 2009 survey, 47 percent
of people who were asked said
they believed that the FDA
does a poor job, and the public
lacks confidence in the drug industry, Kaitin said.
Kaitin also revealed the
heavy-hitting drug company
Pfizer lost over $150 billion of
stock value from 2001 to 2010.
The overall loss for major drug
companies during this period
totaled almost $600 billion, he
said.
“New drug approvals are not
keeping pace with the spending
of these companies’ research

and development departments,”
Kaitin said.
He also said he feels this is a
major reason for drug companies losing money.
The overall success rates for
drugs that enter the clinical
trial phase have dropped to 16
percent during recent years.
Clinical trial sizes, the large
number of testing participants,
along with drugs failing late in
the development stage are other
factors that contribute to loss
of earnings for companies. Kaitin said he does have hope the
pharmaceutical industry can

turn itself around.
“If companies can reduce development times of their drugs,
then the spending of money will
not be as great,” Kaitin said.
One type of drugs averaged a
development time of over eight
years and an approval time of
approximately two years resulting in a 10-year process for one
drug to go from clinical trials to
pharmacy shelves.
Kaitin said it would help if
companies worked together and
shared the rewards of success
instead of feeling the effects of
failure alone.

The jury found Davies guilty of
reckless manslaughter, possession
of a weapon for an unlawful purpose and possession of a weapon
by a convicted felon. (The third
charge resulted from a May 2000
conviction on child endangerment charges that led to Davies
having to register with police as
a sex offender.) He was acquitted
of murder and aggravated manslaughter.
He faces up to 10 years in prison and a $150,000 fine. Sentencing was scheduled for April 7.
Ritch, 37, appeared as a contestant in the British adaptation
of "American Gladiators" in
1998, making it to a quarterfinal
round.
He was a swimming and fitness instructor in Cardiff, Wales;
was listed in a 2002 poll of Britain's 50 most eligible bachelors
by Company magazine; and was
named the 12th most eligible
man in Wales that same year in a
local newspaper.
The BBC described him in
2007 as "a well-known clubber on
the London and Cardiff scenes."
Prosecutor William Merz

lauded Ritch's relatives while acknowledging their sorrow after
the verdict was handed down,
noting they attended the trial every day.
"I admired the family's strength
and fortitude during this ordeal,"
Merz said. "They showed grace
and dignity during the proceedings that the defendant made
them suffer through."
Prosecutors said the Aug. 12,
2007, melee was touched off by a
racist insult Davies hurled toward
a Mexican man in the men's room
of a bar in Margate, a Jersey shore
community a few miles south of
Atlantic City.
In his opening statement, Davies told the jury that the prosecutor in the case "has presented
that Lavern Paul Ritch was an
innocent victim, and that I killed
him. That I did; it's a fact. I wish
I could change that. But there's
a difference between being an
innocent bystander and someone who interjects himself into a
gang-style assault."
The prosecution said a bar patron, Mario Chavez, was angered
when Davies confronted him in

the bar's men's room, hurling an
anti-Mexican insult at him. Shortly afterward, the prosecutor said,
Chavez found Davies outside the
bar, ran up to him and punched
him in the face, then fled, causing
Davies to run after him.
The chase wound its way
through the streets of Margate,
past a different nightspot where
Ritch and a few friends were waiting for a taxi back to their hotel
room in an Atlantic City casino.
Prosecutors and witnesses said
Ritch joined the chase, intending
to help Davies.
It is here that the two sides'
stories diverged. Witnesses, including several Mexican nationals
who had been with Chavez inside
the bar, told police they saw Ritch
run up to Davies and quickly draw
back, with both hands raised high
in the air, saying, "Look, I'm just
trying to help you!" only to be
stabbed in the chest.
Davies told the jury the 37-yearold Ritch ran up to him without
a sound as a group of at least a
half-dozen people were chasing
after him.
Davies said he lashed out at
Ritch, stabbing him in the heart
before running away.
He said he acted lawfully to defend himself, fearing his life was
in danger.
"You are allowed to defend
yourself, and you are allowed to
judge your circumstance," Davies
told the jury. "What are you supposed to do, wait for your enemy
to land a kill shot upon you before you defend yourself?"

ASSOCIATED PRESS

U.S. British Tourist Killed
MAYS LANDING, N.J. (AP)
— A jury decided on Wednesday
that a New Jersey man deserves
to be punished for fatally stabbing one of Britain's most eligible bachelors but determined it
wasn't an act of murder.
Robert Davies, 49, of North
Wildwood, was convicted of
reckless manslaughter and weapons offenses stemming from the
August 2007 slaying of Lavern
Paul Ritch of Penarth, Wales.

Davies, who began the trial acting as his own attorney but later
abandoned that effort in favor
of a public defender, told jurors
in his opening statement that he
stabbed Ritch. He claimed he acted in self-defense, believing that
Ritch was part of a group out to
hurt or kill him.
In reality, Ritch was a Good Samaritan out to help Davies, who
had just been assaulted moments
earlier by someone else.

Alice & Co.
Hair • Skin • Nails
Color Specialist
1729 University Avenue • 234-3896
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Real Country: Randy Houser at the Lyric

COURTESY OF RANDY HOUSER

BY JOSH BREEDEN
The Daily Mississippian

Randy Houser was raised a storyteller.
Even before he could pen a lyric
or shape a chord, the Lake native
was being molded through song his father’s song.
“When I was a small child I saw
him singing on stage, and I realized
then that that’s what I want to do,”
Houser said. “I was maybe 4 or 5
years old. I think it’s one of those
desires that’s in your heart. I think
that your born with the desire to
want to do this.”
A self-proclaimed “all-American
country boy,” the singer/songwriter considers his life in Lake, a small
working-class community wedged
between Jackson and Meridian,
similar to that of most Mississippians.
“Football, baseball, hunt, fish
and work our butts off,” Houser
said, explaining his childhood. “It’s
just the life I lived growing up.”
Reared on a diet of his father’s
loves – Willie, Waylon and Johnny
Cash – Houser spent his teenage
years building an impressive classic country repertoire while simultaneously incorporating the riffheavy stylings of full-blooded rock

n‘ roll acts such as AC/DC into
his cobbled, roots-driven musical
point of view.
During short spurts of time with
road-swept Randy Houser, Sr., the
younger Houser learned guitar and
song structure.
By 15, he was playing clubs.
By 1997, House was a mainstay
in clubs throughout the Southeast.
That same year he lost his father to
cirrhosis.
2003 marked the year that
Houser made his move to Nashville, signing a publishing contract
with Windswept Music and working as a studio vocalist on the side.
Upon arrival, artists immediately
began tapping Houser for his songwriting talents. Justin Moore and
John Michael Montgomery were
two of the first Nashville standouts
to write Houser into their album
credits.
Houser’s initial experience within the music business solidified the
creative philosophy with which he
continues to operate as a solo artist - an approach that marries his
traditional country roots with the
modern pop sensibility that permeates Nashville today.
“I don’t limit myself to any type
of production, and I don’t have
a soapbox for a specific sound,”

Houser said. “I just think that
country music has to come from
real country people.”
In 2005, Houser wrote his most
commercially successful song to
date, penning the lyrics to Trace
Adkin’s hit, “Honky Tonk Badonkadonk,” with writing partners
Jamey Johnson and Dallas Davidson.
“Anything Goes,” Houser’s
2008 solo debut, thrust him into
the spotlight as fans embraced his
modern yet classic country sound.
Two singles from the record,
“Boots On” and “Anything Goes,”
charted in the Top 20. The latter
garnered the attention of David
Letterman, providing Houser his
first appearance on national television.
With his latest release, “They
Call Me Cadillac,” Houser has
stepped farther into traditionalist
territory, forming his own backing
band for both the record’s production and subsequent tour.
Houser cherishes this approach
as it allows him to retain the record’s continuity live and maintain
a lasting, creative relationship with
the players that helped shape the
song. Motorcycles, for example,
are a mutual love of Houser and
the band.
“A couple of us guys have motorcycles, and we’ll swap out bringing them,” Houser said. “We’ll go
riding, and that’s kind of my way
to get away, catch my breath and
clear my head. I ride a Road King
Classic. It’s a Harley.”
During the 2010 CMT Awards
in November, Houser arrived
bearing not only a nomination
but opening duties as part of Kid
Rock’s raucous inaugural ceremony featuring Jamey Johnson.
“It was cool. Those guys are
good buddies of mine, and Jamey
and I started off together,” Houser
said. “We’ve been playing clubs together for almost 10 years. Jamey’s

E
C
N
E
I
R
E
EXP
In to
get day’s
e
a jo
b. L conom
e
the ading y, it’s
wh
a
exp
erie studen at you
nce t med need
to
ia
of
a li staff is
fe

tim
e.

Applications are
available for 2011-2012

These are paid positions.
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Stop by the Student Media Center in 201 Bishop Hall to pick up an application.
For more information, contact Director Patricia Thompson at pthomps1@olemiss.edu
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my best friend. It was kind of like
being up there with your buddies,
just having fun and doing what we
do.”
“They Call Me Cadillac” is
Houser’s crowing achievement
thus far - a refined mix of classic
country and the modernist culture
that pervades the Nashville music
scene.
The record debuted at 59 on
the Billboard charts and yielded
two top-100 singles. It also earned
the singer/songwriter a “Top New
Solo Vocalist” nomination from
the Academy of Country Music.
Houser said the artistic freedom
he has gained through his ascent is
infinitely more valuable than his
commercial success.
“As an artist, I take the liberty to
record music exactly how I want
to, when I want to and with whom

I want to,” he said. “I think that’s a
freedom I’ve afforded myself.”
With a solid creative foundation
set in Nashville, Houser uses his
stardom, not only as an organ of
artistic mobility, but also in areas
not associated with music.
In early 2010, Houser went
to Iraq in conjunction with the
USO. He is an avid contributor to
the Boots Campaign, an association that raises money for returning veterans suffering from PTSD,
lending a bit of credence to his “allAmerican” status.
Authenticity is a value Houser
holds in high regard both as a musician and as a man.
“You can’t fake real,” he said.
As a part of his nationwide spring
tour, Houser will stop at The Lyric
on Friday. Tickets cost $15 in advance and $20 at the door.
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The Weekly Top Zen: Muba-Rock the Vote
BY ANDY PAUL
The Daily Mississippian

Over the past few weeks, I have
felt that America has developed a
perverse fascination with the current situation in Egypt.
It is like the Arab country took
off its training wheels, and we are
all watching in anticipation for it
to crash into the nearest tree or
run over Yemen’s cat.
This is definitely something
that I am guilty of.
When Anderson Cooper
touched down in Cairo, I looked
on in morbid attraction as he
squinted his way from one burntout car to the next, pausing only
to reinforce to viewers at home

that he is incredibly manly, poised
and most certainly still not gay. I
think he nailed two out of three
goals on the head – better luck at
the next global disaster, Coopster.
Egypt actually managed to be
so apocalyptic that Anderson left
town after being punched repeatedly by angry rioters.
Did I yell out exclamations
such as “Hey-oh!” and “That’s
gotta hurt!” to an empty room
while eating popcorn every time
it happened?
Well, I would be lying worse
than Hosni Mubarak if I said I
didn’t.
I’m not the only one, though.
The media, both televised and
social, went nuts over the protests.

Twitter, my source for everything
hilariously wrong with the world,
was blowing up (probably not the
best choice of words) for three
weeks with trending topics such
as “Free Egypt,” “Tahrir Square”
and “Lady Gaga in an Egg.”
That last one might have been
for the Grammys, although I
would not know. I refused to
watch because I already saw Lady
Gaga ooze her way out of a giant
egg and suck the life out of helpless humans in the movie “Aliens.”
Frankly, I think she is running out
of ideas.
I honestly don’t remember a
socio-economic event with this
much meta-cultural significance.
People loved talking about it,

loved taking credit for it and most
certainly, loved making sub-par
puns about it (see title).
But now the main course of
Egyptian revolt is over and we are
left craving dessert – preferably
baklava. Egypt makes that, right?
Mubarak is ousted, protests
have, for the time being, died
down and things look like they
just might start moving forward
for the country’s citizens.
We are left searching for any
other global misfortune to make
us feel better about living in a
country where an insectoid alien
with concentrated acid for blood
is a suitable alternative to a glampop singer.
My solution?

Make the aforementioned
insectoid-alien-pop-star the new
president of Egypt.
Of course, it would be a travesty, but that is the point isn’t it?
As much fun as it is watching
Glenn Beck quiver like a pudgy,
neo-Libertarian Chihuahua on
live television, it does not pack
that same punch as, say, a punch
to Anderson Cooper’s face.
We need real-time drama again,
people. Put Lady Gaga in office,
throw some popcorn in the microwave and get ready for Egyptian Revolt 2: It’s Hip to be (Tahrir) Square.
It’s not like we have not propped
a destructive megalomaniac in office there before (again, see title).

Sigma Pi Approved for a Charter
BY TAYLOR KAMNETZ
The Daily Mississippian

The men of Sigma Pi fraternity
were approved for their charter on
Feb. 5.
The fraternity has laid roots at
the University of Mississippi multiple times throughout the years,
and in the fall of 2009, the group
returned to campus to start anew.
This year, the number of members has nearly doubled and they
are beginning to receive the recognition that they have worked for
since day one.
The student body is still somewhat skeptical: Why would the
members of Sigma Pi choose to
be a part of this fraternity, starting
from the ground up, as opposed
to the dozen other fraternities on
campus?
“I went through rush, and this
was an opportunity I’d never get
again,” Tyler McNeil, Sigma Pi
president, said. “It was an oppor-

tunity that nobody gets a chance
to do. It was an opportunity to
leave a legacy, not only in Greek
life, but also at Ole Miss.”
According to McNeil, becoming a member of Sigma Pi at the
beginning is about more than
just being in a fraternity – it gives
the men at Ole Miss a chance to
leave a mark on the future of the
campus and on the community
around them.
“This gave me the chance to
be a founding father and to start
my own legacy,” Jess Luke, vice
president, said. “I am able to jump
right in and be a leader and shape
the future of the fraternity at the
University of Mississippi.”
The starting members of Sigma
Pi were granted the opportunity to
become founding fathers, something that members of most other
fraternities missed by decades, and
some by more than a century.
Getting chartered is an important part of Sigma Pi’s legacy: It

sets the foundation for the fraternity’s future.
A charter is the document that
lists who founded the chapter and
when they founded it, which can
be found in every Greek house on
campus.
To get approved, a fraternity
must complete the four degrees
of chartering, including drafting
their constitutions and by-laws
and setting up committees.
Sigma Pi will have their chartering ceremony on campus on Saturday, Apr. 2.
“The best part for me has been
the brotherhood aspect,” Ben
Munnell, Sigma Pi secretary, said.
“I’ve met guys that have become
some of my best friends because
of this (fraternity).”
After chartering, their next step
will be to move in to the house on
317 Fraternity Row, the former
Delta Kappa Epsilon house.
Negotiations are underway surrounding the expected move-in

Campus Book Mart
of Oxford

Ole Miss Clothing and Gifts!

Stop by and get ready for the
2011 Rebel Baseball Season!
Go Rebels!
Best Prices
Store Hours:
Mon-Fri. 7:30 - 8:00
Sat. 9:00 - 8:00
Sun. 1:00 - 6:00

Friendly Service
1111 Jackson Ave. West
In the Oxford Mall next to
Malco Theater
662-234-5993

www.campusbookmart.com/um/
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date, but the guys have aimed for
moving in at the beginning of the
fall semester.
“Throughout this process,
we’ve had a lot of people that have
been very instrumental in helping
us get things going, such as our
Beta Mu alumni, the IFC (InterFraternity Council) and Coulter
Ward,” Luke said. “Without their
help, this process would have been

a lot harder than it was.”
Founding the chapter was not
without difficulty.
“In a thriving Greek system such
as Ole Miss, it was very difficult to
add a chapter,” McNeil said. “We
feel like we’ve weathered the storm
and established a chapter worthy
of respect, and we will continue to
proliferate and solidify our establishment on campus.”
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To place your ad in The
Daily Mississippian
Classifieds section, visit:
http://www.thedmonline.
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The DEADLINE to place, correct
or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one
day in advance. The Daily Mississippian is published Monday
through Friday year round,
when school is in session.
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All major credit cards accepted.
RATES:
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- 15-word minimum
- No minimum run
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201 BISHOP HALL
662.915.5503

Nice 1 bd/1ba No Pets, All Electric,
Stove, Refrigerator, Water, Sewer, Furnished. Starting at 330.00/ month. (662)
801-1499. No call after 6 pm
3bedroom 2bath excellent location
near campus, all appliances, big yard,
newly renovated $1200/ mo (662)8328635
1BR/1BA, 2BR/2BA, 3BR/3BA Houses for Rent. Includes all Full Size Appliances, Daily Garbage Pick Up,
Security System, Internet, Expanded
Basic Cable, Water/Sewer, as well as
all maintenance. Call 662-236-7736 or
662-832-2428.
2BD/1BA Across from Hospital
just off South Lamar. Very quiet and private. New tile and granite. New appliances. W/ D furnished. Fully furnished
w/ furniture. Available now. $650/
month. (662)895-9507.
1/2 Mile to square 213 North 6th
St, 4br/2.5ba, stainless steel appliances, granite, $2,000 per month, walkeragnew@gmail.com (713)249-5759
one mile from square 202 Warren St., 5br/2.5ba, stainless steel appliances, granite, new bathroom, $2,400
per month, walkeragnew@gmail.com
(713)249-5759
2 Houses: 5 Bedroom 3 Bath Homes.
Sunroom 17x30. Accommodates 6
people at $275.00/each. Ample parking. 3 mins from campus. (901)2165447, (901)758-1455

Weekend Rental

FOR SALE BY OWNER 3 BR, 3 1/2
Bath in Ashley’s Place off College Hill
Rd. Hardwood floors, granite countertops, big yard, washer/ dryer and refrigerator to stay. $164,900. Call Shane
(662)871-9099

not just football rentals
Weekends and more! Event weekend
availability/ pricing online. Check with
Kay for other dates. www.oxfordtownhouse.com (662)801-6692

Investment Property 9 Units
2BR/2BA WALKIN CLOSETS, PRIVATE BATHS, VERY NICE, QUIET, Full
Occupancy producing $5400 per month
Could be raised - $540,000 (662)2349289

Apartment for Rent
Tired of Roommates? 1BR w/ office. $495. Or furnished @ $625. 1 mile
to campus. Newly renovated. (662)2341550. www.pinegroveoxford.com
1,2,3 bedroom apts. available.
Only 1 mile from campus. Check us
out www.liveatlexingtonpointeapts.com
for photos, virtual tours and floorplans.
Cable and internet included! Pets welcome. 662-281-0402
Available now 1bd apartments At The Cove. $495/month.
(662)234-1422
Elec, Water, Caple(metrocast), and
Wireless Internet is paid by the complex. The 570.00 is all you will pay per
month. Located just off jackson ave.
Great location just minutes from The
university, The Square and downtown,
and Wal Mart. Apt are Brand new. I was
the first person to live in this unit. I dont
smoke or have pets. place still looks
brand new!!
Available ASAP
Call me 662-927-0800 or 662-232-8347
or email justin.ledbetter@bmhcc.org
Lafayette Place (662)927-0800

House for Rent
FURNISHED

3 bedroom/2bath home
Like new; lawn service included. $1100
mo. Mature only.
662-329-1442 (662)574-0066

Business

University
cash For Gold

We pay cash for all gold and silver
items. You can google us at, University
Cash For Gold. In Oxford, MS.
We are located at 426 South Lamar, In
the anchorage Building
Suite - 3. Our hours are Monday to Friday
9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m (662)306-0013

Full-time

Phone reps needed for all shifts.
Payliance in Oxford, MS is looking for
driven, professional individuals with
previous collection experience, or
Condo for Rent
telemarketing experience. Candidate
should be able to work in a fast paced
Oxford Condo For Sale or
environment. Basic computer knowlRent- 1/2 mile from Ole Miss Campus.
edge required. Bonuses based upon
2 BR - 2.5 Bath w/ all appliances. Call
performance. Apply in person Monday
Joe @ 601-906-3131.
through Friday at 2612 Jackson AvCONDO FOR RENT 2 BD 1.5BA BEST
enue, Oxford, MS 38655.
LOCATION -NEWLY REMODELED,
Jacob Law Group- Collectors
walk to campus. $700/ month plus deneeded- 8-5pm including additional
posit Call 662-816-3955
shifts 1-9pm and 5-9pm. Apply in per3BED/3BATH HIGH PT $1260MO/
son at Jacob Law Group, 2623 West
HARDWOOD FLOORS/STAINLESS
Oxford Loop.
APPL/WALKIN CLOSETS/ GATED/
POOL MATT@KESSINGER (662)801Part-time
5170
2 BLOCKS FROM SQUARE AVAIL- BARTENDING $300/DAY POTENTIAL
ABLE-JUNE 3BR/2.5BA OFF SQUARE No Experience Necessary, TrainHEARTPINE FLOORS/ STAINLESS ing Available. Call 1-800-965-6520
APPL/ GRANITE TOPS/$1900Month EXT155
WHIT@KESSINGER (217)971-2923

Homes for Sale

Property for Sale

Pregnancy Test Center Pregnancy Test, Limited Ultrasound, Information on Abortion Effects, Parenting
and Adoption. All services are free and
confidential.
www.pregnancyoxford.
com. (662)234-4414
AGREED DIVORCE-$400 Call Bob
Cornelius-234-6778. Cornelius Law
Firm. Also, Bankruptcy Information msbrlawyer.com. Further information available. We are a debt relief agency.
Liquidation Sale- New&Used
Creations. North Lamar/Molly Barr.
Furniture, antiques, TVs, clothes/
shoes, formal&wedding dresses, misc.
(662)607-4256.

Miscellaneous
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IT Positions - End2End Public Safety has openings for technical
support positions. Seeking students
wanting to gain experience in IT
industry. Great experience for MIS, CIS
majors, or any student looking for a career in technology.
Responsibilities: Duties entail: Technical support via phone and email for
software applications, installation of
applications, trouble shooting. Great
opportunity to learn all aspects of software
development, support, and project management. Flexible hours, $7.50 and up
per hour. Send resume
to employment@arms.com. (662)5130999
Are you looking for a Part Time
opportunity with unlimited earning potential? Payliance in Oxford, MS is
looking for driven, professional individuals to add to their team. The ideal
candidate must have basic computer
knowledge, be able to work in a fast
paced environment, and be open to
unlimited bonus potential and the opportunity to advance with Payliance.
We have part time positions in morning,
afternoon or evening. Apply in person
Monday through Friday at 2612 Jackson Avenue, Oxford, MS 38655.

Barista Position Open

Interested in working in a fun and fastpaced environment? Chaney’s Pharmacy is now hiring part-time/full-time
baristas. Apply within. (662)234-7221

Miscellaneous for Sale

For Sale-

Popular Bar on Oxford Square. 10 year
history. Excellent opportunity for the
young entrepreneur. (662)801-9541
Apple iPad Wi-Fi (16GB) Rarely
used like new has Apple case $299
cash (901)432-5548

Yard Sales
MOVING YARD SALE: 128 Eagle Point
Loop, Saturday 19th February, 8 am.
Cash only. Clothes, Pillows, Bedding,
Housewares, Electronics, etc.

theDMonline.com

DM
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Rebs Rout Tigers Thompson talks basketball attendance
BY PAUL KATOOL

The Daily Mississippian

PLAYER OF THE GAME:
Zach Graham
Graham scored a career-high
30 points Wednesday night on
9-15 shooting, including seven
3-pointers.
It was Over When:
From the point the Rebels
started to make a few outside
shots in the first half, this game
ceased to be competitive.

Looking for

a grEaT

Sports Editor

Michael Thompson, Ole Miss
senior Athletic Director for Communications and Marketing, spoke
at length with Daily Mississippian
sports editor Paul Katool about
his plans for Rebel athletics. Here’s
what Thompson had to say on improving attendance at Ole Miss basketball games:
On the lack of basketball attendance...
When I was here from 19891991, that Coliseum was crazy, it
was nuts. I remember waiting in line
to get tickets. I remember waiting in
line to get into the game, I remember wanting to get there early. There
was a different kind of excitement
then and what that tells me is that
we can find it again. It can exist as
far as expectations for basketball.
Since working on basketball...
One of the interesting things,
what was different about 19891991, was why we as students feel
obligated to go. A lot has changed
as far as the overall student athlete.

The perception of the student athlete from then to today is different.
When I was here, you saw student
athletes all the time.
They were in your classes, they
were in your fraternities, sororities,
and other clubs with you. There
seemed to be a lot more interaction
on campus with students athletes on
campus. That created this bond or
connection between people. It was
less about what sport it was, but it
was more of a connection. It wasn’t
about going to Ole Miss basketball,
it was about going to see (former
players) Keith Carter or Michael
White or whoever the players were.
Then it was about, if I didn’t go,
I feel like I’m letting them down
because they know me. They might
not have known me, but I thought
they did. There was a lot more interaction.
On how fan interaction can be
translated from baseball to basketball...
When you look at baseball as
compared with basketball, one
thing they do is really, really really
get those players interacting with

the fans.
When you look at the recent successs and you look at how integrated
coach Bianco has those players with
students and fans in general, you
kind of begin to see why baseball
is so big here. They win, and they
have a great tradition of winning,
but I really believe part of the reason
it is so popular here is that connection. People feel connected to coach
Bianco and the baseball players.
On how to help solve the problem.
We’ve got to get our basketball
team, our coaching staff, the who
basketball program more visible.
We have to personalize it more. I
want our students to know about
Chris Warren that you aren’t going
to find in the box score.
I want you to know things about
the coaching staff, the rest of our
players and recruits that you aren’t
going to learn from this article or
in the Daily Mississippian or our
Website.
The more we can get that out
in our community or campus, the
more grassroots fans we create.
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Are you an outstanding student who could use a reward
for your hard work?

Estella G. Heﬂey Award
$1,000 / Spring 2011
sponsored by Alpha Lambda Delta National Freshman Honor Society

is looking for students with these qualiﬁcations:
1. A GPA of at least 3.90 from the University of Mississippi
2. at least 15 completed hours of credit at the University of Mississippi
3. superior in both academics and service to the university

ParT-TimE Job?
The Oxford Park Commission is looking to hire

BASEBALL UMPIRES

Applications may be picked up from
Dr. Felice Coles
or
Bondurant East 210A

Department of Modern Languages
Bondurant C-115

ΑΛΔ ΑΛΔ ΑΛΔ ΑΛΔ ΑΛΔ ΑΛΔ ΑΛΔ ΑΛΔ ΑΛΔ

The famous Toomer’s Oaks
at Auburn were announced to
be good as dead on Wednesday
and as far as basketball was concerned on this night, so was their
basketball team. Ole Miss (17-9,
5-6 SEC) defeated the Tigers (916, 1-5 SEC) 90-59 in a game
that was extremely one-sided.
The Rebels went nine minutes
in the first half without a field
goal but was still able to take a
39-22 lead going into the break.
The Rebels continued to stretch
their with a career-high 30 points
from senior Zach Graham.
“I thought there were a lot of
positives in the game, obviously
our energy defensively,” Ole Miss
coach Andy Kennedy said. “He
(Graham) really worked. He’s
been in this gym working and he
really wants it. He’s playing with
a great sense of urgency. We all
know he’s a super kid and to me
it was rewarding.”
Behind Graham, the Rebel offense hit 45.8 percent of their
shots — with over half of field
goals made from behind-thearc — despite the nine-minute
lull in the first half. The Rebels
also converted on 27-of-32 of
their free attempts on the night,
including NCAA leader Chris
Warren hitting all six he attempted as part of his 15 points
on the night.

“Coach just tells us to play with
confidence, so that’s what we try
to do,” Graham said. “I was just
playing the game. I don’t really
think about the next shot, I just
try to play with confidence.”
With the win Wednesday
night, the Rebels move into a
three-way tie with Arkansas and
Mississippi State. This makes
Saturday’s match-up with the
Bulldogs in Starkville all the
more pivotal for a coveted toptwo spot in the Southeastern
Conference Western Division,
with Alabama leading the way
with eight conference wins. The
top two seeds from each division
earn a bye in the SEC tournament that will be played in Atlanta March 10-13.
The Rebels will go for their
sixth win in the last seven outings Saturday as they travel to
play their arch-rival to avenge
last month’s 69-65 loss in Oxford. Tip is set for 12:30 from
Humphrey Coliseum.
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BY ALEX LAKE

to be completed and returned (with a transcript and resume) before the deadline of

ConTaCT: CLay brownLEE
662•236•1012
CLay@fnCPark.Com

February 19, 2011.
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Attention Ole Miss

Juniors &Seniors
Applying for graduate schools, internships, or a job?
Worried a misdemeanor will hurt your chances?

Call us today for an expungement • MIP
• Fake ID
• Public Drunkenness
tannehillcarmean.com • Drug and Paraphernalia Possession

662.236.9996
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Volleyball’s Thomas an All-American

Please Drink Repsonsibly

Live
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THOMAS MCAFEE | The Daily Mississippian

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT CATFISH
HAPPY HOUR (3-7):
1/2 OFF APPETIZERS
2 FOR 1 DOMESTICS AND WELLS

BY JOHN HOLT
The Daily Mississippian

Ole Miss volleyball coach Joe
Getzin still remembers the first time
he saw Regina Thomas play in a volleyball match. It was the spring of
2006, Thomas’ junior year of high
school, at a tournament in Dallas,
her hometown.
“A coaching acquaintance was
coaching her team and said, ‘You’ve

662.259.2873 • 10 Heritage Rd. • OXFORD, MS 38655

Live Music Every Friday 6:30-9PM
Daily Lunch
Special
Mon- Fri
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ENJOY GREAT FOOD AND ATMOSPHERE FOR ALL AGES
WE ALSO HAVE A SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT FOR THOSE 65 AND OLDER ON MON THRU FRIDAY 11 TO 2:30
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4-6PM
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got to check this kid out,’” Getzin
said. “(Thomas) was actually playing with a pulled groin, so she wasn’t
even as dynamic as she could have
been. But she definitely caught my
eye with her athleticism and kind of
had that attitude of a kid that would
do anything to win.”
That recruiting trip, now a distant
five years ago, would be the beginning of something magical for the
future volleyball star. Thomas committed to Ole Miss later that fall and
in December was named the first
All-American in the program’s 35year history by the American Volleyball Coaches Association.
“I was in total shock,” said Thomas, upon first hearing the news.
“I feel like it’s been the biggest accomplishment of my life up to this
point. I definitely want to exceed
that but, it was definitely one of the
best things that’s happened to me.”
Thomas, who began playing volleyball in the seventh grade, said she
set individual goals for herself when
she arrived in Ole Miss. However,
she didn’t know how or when they
would be accomplished.
“I think she’s grown so much as a
person since she’s been here,” Getzin said. “It’s really neat to just see her
mentor the young kids now.”
Thomas’ accomplishment becomes even more impressive when
considering the end to her season.
The 6-foot middle blocker missed
the last six games of the regular season and the Rebels’ NCAA First
Round matchup with North Carolina after tearing her ACL during a

late-season practice.
“I’m a strong believer in the fact
that everything happens for a reason,” Thomas said. “It’s tough to let
that sink in at times, but I believe
that. I think we played the best that
we could those final matches. I’m
very proud of the girls. It was really
tough to not be able to play with
them and it’s still tough right now.
I don’t think it becomes un-tough
until you’re actually able to play
again.”
Along with All-American honors,
Thomas also was named First-Team
All-SEC after posting the highest
hitting percentage the SEC has seen
in seven years.
Thomas hit .421 for the season,
but topped that with a .451 percentage in conference play.
Thomas’ teammate, junior Morgan Springer, watched in amazement as Thomas put together her
All-American year.
“When you have someone who
is leading the conference in hitting
percentage, and it’s a conference like
ours and it’s the fourth best (hitting)
percentage in the whole country,
you can definitely see something
like this happening,” Springer said.
With only one year of eligibility
remaining in her career, Thomas
hopes her final year in red and blue
will be as successful as her junior
campaign. Either way, she carries a
title beside her name that can’t be
taken away: Regina Thomas, AllAmerican.
“Regina I don’t think knows what
she did,” said Springer. “She probably just thinks she got the award,
but she’s done so much for the entire team and entire program forever
at Ole Miss.
She just opened up doors and
opportunities. It’s unreal what she’s
done.

